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Abstract

The emergence of Elocution as a subject in most private schools in Nigeria over the 
past one decade has left many shades to the teaching and learning of speaking. This 
paper examines the current trends in the teaching of elocution and the language 
learner's dilemma in adapting to the varied speech forms in their linguistic domains. It 
utilises words drawn from the Ibadan 400 wordlist with some textual materials. Data 
were elicited from some elocutionists and learners in Warri Delta State using 
purposive sampling method. This work adopts the variationist and speech 
accommodation theories to investigate the communicative competence, proficiency 
and how learners apply these theories to adjust their accents, diction and 
communication styles based on the participants in the discourse. The qualitative 
analytical method was employed to analyse the data. Task and text-based approaches 
of teaching were used to check the fluency and proficiency level of the Elocution 
instructors and learners. The findings show that there are proficiency and information 
gaps due to limited competence in English, hence, the instructors develop 
communication strategies that suit their accents and proficiency level and that 
learners adjust their styles of speaking based on the environment to suit the 
communication patterns of the elocutionists and switch when the environment 
changes. The study recommends, among others, that accuracy should be encouraged 
to facilitate a more coherent language use. The elocutionists should understand that 
learners could show divergence due to certain individualised factors, hence, learners' 
feedback should be based on communicative competence since learners' 
personalities, learning styles and linguistic backgrounds could result in their 
variation or accommodation in the elocution process.
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1.2�� The Problem

fakeism
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Extant Positions
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3. Methodology

I. Results and discussion 
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 4.1 Elocution Class Session with Learners
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4.2 Class Session with Other Non Elocution Teachers-
Task 3
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4.4�� Discussion of Findings 
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Conclusion
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